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BACKGROUND   

 

 

I was hired as an actuarial student in Hartford, Connecticut in 1955. My first taste of Vermont was 

a skiing weekend at Stowe.  In spite of breaking four pairs of skis the first two weekends I became 

hooked on skiing and fell in love with Vermont. I joined the Hartford (Connecticut) Ski Club, 

which had a lodge near the single chairlift at Mad River Glen, and learned to ski.  Ethan Allen and 

the many Connecticut Yankees that first settled Vermont may not have been skiers, but they surely 

loved the land.  

 

 

My wife, Mary , and I were married in 1957 and decided we needed a vacation home in Vermont 

that was closer to Connecticut  than Mad River Glen.   In 1965 we built a home on Beebe Pond in 

Hubbardton.  Some of our five children first skied at High Pond Ski Area in Hubbardton, but we 

soon joined the Pico Ski Club where we had season passes for many years.  All of our kids were ski 

instructors there at various times.  

 

 

When I retired in 1991 we became residents of Naples, Florida but continued to spend many 

months at Beebe Pond.  As an actuary, I have long been interested in history.  I wrote a book on the 

History of Hubbardt on, Vermont in 2005.  In the process, I learned some interesting things about 

Hubbardtonôs neighbor to the north, so I decided to write a book on the History of Sudbury. 

 

 

I hope you enjoy reading this history as much as I did in writing it. 

 

 

Donald R. Sondergeld 

Eagle Rock Estates 

469 Birch Road in Hubbardton 

Brandon, VT 05733 
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CHAPTER 1                                                                                                                                                      

VERMONT HISTORY & THE NEW HAMPSHIRE GRANTS  

VERMONT HISTORY                                                                                                                                                    

The French and Indian War is the common name for the war between Great Britain  and France in 

North America from 1756 to 1763. In 1756, the war erupted into the world-wide conflict known as 

the Seven Years' War and thus came to be regarded as the North American theater of that war. 

Great Britain won the War . The 1763 Treaty of Paris gave control to the British.  

Before and during the French and Indian War, New Hampshire's immensely popular governor, 

Benning Wentworth, issued a series of 135 land grants between 1749 and 1764 called the New 

Hampshire Grants. Many of these were in a large valley on the west (or New York side) of the 

Green Mountains and only about forty miles from Albany. The first town was laid out in 1749 and 

was settled in 1761. The town was named Bennington for Benning Wentworth.  These grants were 

made to grantees (called proprietors).  The proprietors met, elected officers, hired surveyors, and 

developed the land.  Settlers on these ñNew Hampshire grantsò cleared forests, built cabins, and 

planted crops.  

On July 20, 1764, King George III  established the boundary between New Hampshire and New 

York along the west bank of the Connecticut River, north of Massachusetts, and south of 

45 Degrees north latitude. Under this decree, Albany County, New York, as it then existed, 

implicitly gained the land presently known as Vermont. Although disputes occasionally broke out 

later, this line later became the boundary between New Hampshire and Vermont, and is the 

modern boundary.  

New York took the declaration of 1764 to apply retroactively, and considered the New Hampshire 

grants invalid. It therefore required land holders to purchase new grants for the same land from 

New York. New York then created counties in the region, with courthouses, sheriffs, and jails, and 

began ejectment proceedings against all those who held land by New Hampshire grants.
 

When New York refused to recognize land titles through the New Hampshire Grants (towns 

created earlier by New Hampshire in present Vermont), dissatisfied colonists organized in 

opposition, which led to the creation of independent Vermont on January 18, 1777.  In 1770, Ethan 

Allenðalong with his brothers Ira  and Levi, as well as Seth Warnerðrecruited an informal militia, 

the Green Mountain Boys, to protect the interests of the original New Hampshire settlers against 

the new migrants from New York.  

A significant standoff occurred at the Breckinridge farm in Bennington, when a sheriff from 

Albany arrived with a posse of 750 men to dispossess Breckinridge. The residents raised a body of 

about 300 armed men to resist. The Albany sheriff demanded Breckinridge, and was informed, "If 

you attempt it, you are a dead man." The sheriff returned to Albany. 

When a New York judge arrived in Westminster with New York settlers in March 1775, violence 

broke out as angry citizens took over the courthouse and called a sheriff's posse. This resulted in 

the deaths of Daniel Houghton and William French in the "Westminster Massacre". 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Great_Britain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Modern_France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Years%27_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_and_Indian_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Paris_%281763%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benning_Wentworth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_grant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Hampshire_Grants
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Hampshire_Grants
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bennington,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_III_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Hampshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Connecticut_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/45th_parallel_north
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albany_County,_New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Hampshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Hampshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethan_Allen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethan_Allen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ira_Allen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seth_Warner
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_Mountain_Boys
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_%28town%29,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Courthouse
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In the summer of 1776, the first general convention of freemen of the New Hampshire Grants met 

in Dorset, Vermont, resolving "to take suitable measures to declare the New Hampshire Grants a 

free and independent district. 
 
  On January 18, 1777, representatives of the New Hampshire Grants 

convened in Westminster and declared their land an independent republic. For the first six months 

of the republic's existence, it was called New Connecticut. 

On June 2, 1777 a second convention of 72 delegates met at Westminster, known as the 

"Westminster Convention". At this meeting, the delegates adopted the name "Vermont" on the 

suggestion of Dr. Thomas Young of Philadelphia, a supporter of the delegates who wrote a letter 

advising them on how to achieve statehood. The delegates set the time for a meeting one month 

later. On July 4, 1777 the Constitution of Vermont was drafted during a violent thunderstorm at 

the Windsor Tavern owned by Elijah West. It was adopted by the delegates on July 8 after four 

days of debate. This was the first written constitution in North America to provide for the abolition 

of slavery, suffrage for men who did not own land, and public schools. The tavern has been 

preserved as the Old Constitution House, administered as a state historic site. On June 2, a second 

convention of 72 delegates met at Westminster, known as the "Westminster Convention".  

By the 1770s the Thirteen Colonies contained two and half million people, were prosperous, and 

had developed their own political and legal systems. The British government's threat to American 

self-government led to war in 1775 and the Declaration of Independence in 1776. When the 

American Revolution broke out, hostile actions against New York ceased as both sides concentrated 

on defending the colonies against the British.  

Vermont declared itself a free and independent republic in January 1777, while the war for 

independence was going on. The war ended in 1783.  Vermont continued to govern itself as a 

sovereign entity based in the eastern town of Windsor for 14 years.   The first General Assembly 

voted to establish two counties, Bennington in the west and Unity in the east. It adopted the 

common law of England as the basis for its legal system 

Thomas Chittenden acted as chief magistrate of  the Republic of Vermont from 1778 to 1789 and 

from 1790 to 1791.  In the 1780s Chittenden, the Allen brothers, and other political leaders engaged 

in negotiations with Frederick Haldimand, the British governor of Quebec over the possibility of 

Vermont becoming a British province.
 
 These negotiations, which drew accusations of treason from 

a variety of observers, ultimately failed in part due to the timely surrender of Cornwallis at 

Yorktown  in 1781. 

After the war, the other states finally agreed to recognize Vermontôs boundary claims. 

Massachusetts adjusted its differences in 1781, New Hampshire in 1782, and New York in 1790.  

This paved the way for the admission of Vermont to the Union.  On March 4, 1791 Vermont joined 

the federal Union as the fourteenth state.   It was the first state to enter the Union after the original 

thirteen colonies, and was a counterweight to slaveholding Kentucky, which was admitted to the 

Union later the same year. 

Other historical possibilities for Vermont included being part of Canada, or part of New 

Hampshire, or part of New York, or part of both states 

 

Between January 1749 and October 1764, New Hampshire's Governor Benning Wentworth issued 

135 grants for land in what is now known as Vermont. Over 100 of these grant towns still exist. 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vermontgenealogyresources/NHgrants.htm 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorset,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Connecticut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philadelphia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Constitution_House
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_slavery_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffrage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_school_%28government_funded%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Constitution_House
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Vermont_historic_sites
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteen_Colonies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windsor,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bennington_County,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_law
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Chittenden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haldimand_Affair
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haldimand_Affair
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Haldimand
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Province_of_Quebec_%281763-1791%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Yorktown
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Yorktown
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kentucky
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vermontgenealogyresources/NHgrants.htm
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NEW HAMPSHIRE LAND GRANT ï August 6. 1763 

Here is the Sudbury Grant:    http://www.archive.org/stream/provincialstatep26newh#page/426/mode/2up 

  
 

 

 

http://www.archive.org/stream/provincialstatep26newh#page/426/mode/2up
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Captain Silas Brown was named the Moderator of the first meeting to choose town officers.  He was 

also listed as one of the Grantees on the Grants for Neshobe (Brandon) and the Grant for Whiting. 
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In 1775, the proprietors of Sudbury developed a Lotting Map   (Range Map) 

 

A copy is found in http://vermont -archives.org/ and is shown in the Chapter on Maps. 

 

http://vermont-archives.org/
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CHAPTER 2                                                                                                                                           

EARLY HISTORY & FIRST FAMILIES  

 

SUDBURY HISTORY                                                                                                                                             

 

The following material is from six sources.  There is some overlap. 

                                                                                                                                

1877 Abby Hemenway:  ñVermont Historical Gazetteerò  (Pliny Holmes wrote on Sudbury)                                                                                 

1881 Hamilton Child: ñGazetteer and Business Directory of Rutland County, Vermontò                          

1886 Smith and Rann:  ñHistory of Rutland Countyò                                                                 

1977 Esther Munroe Swift:  ñVermont Place-Names: Footprints of Historyò                                                                                                                   

1993 Margaret Jenks: ñBenson, Hubbardton, & Sudbury Vermont Cemetery Inscriptionsò                                                                                                                           

2008 Sudbury Town Plan 

 

1877 Abby Hemenwayôs History 

 

Sudbury:  By Pliny Holmes 

The following names I find among the first settlers of the town; namely, Thomas Ketcham, John 

Gage, Timothy Miller, and a man by the name of Parks. These men commenced settlements in town 

before the war of the Revolution, but at what precise time does not appear. At the breaking out of 

the war, the town was deserted, and so remained for several years.  

  

I am not a native of the town, but settled here after I was fifty years of age, and cannot be as 

familiar with its early history as if I had spent my whole life in town.  The most that I know is from 

making inquiry of the elderly people and by examining the early records, which I find to be 

somewhat mutilated. Several of the first pages of the first book of the town records are wanting. 

The first public record, that remains legible, bears date Jan. 15, 1789, and reads thus:  " At a legal 

Town meeting of the inhabitants of Sudbury in January 15th 1789, First chose John Hall 

Moderator. 2d Voted to Raise a loine of three pounds Lawful money for the purpose of buying a 

law book and book for records.  3d Voted that the Selet men take the child that lives at Francis 

Butts and put it to some convenient place for Soport.ò  

 

The next is a record of a town meeting in February, 1790. And reads  " First Voted John Rickey 

Moderator. 2d Voted the second article in the warning which was to see if they would choose a 

collector to collect the State tax. 3d Voted that Squire Hull give up the obligation that William Buck 

gave him to satisfy him for killing dear to said Buck."  I find on a loose leaf, much torn, some scraps 

of records of town officers, namely: ñShaler Towner John Gage Zebina Sanders Fence Viewers, 

John Ricke William, Buck Jeremiah Stone, Joseph Warner, William Palmer, Timothy Miller, 

Surveyors of hiways, John Hale Esqr.  Sealer of weights & measures."  I also find the following 

names deposited in the box as "Petty Jury, Timothy Miller, Abel Wood John Ricke Asahel Sanders 

David Kingsley.  

 

In 1792,  " At a legal town meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Sudbury on October 12th 1792 

Voted Peter Renols Moderator to lead said meeting,  2d voted to have doctor Stephen, Long set up 

a pest house for the purpose of Enoculating for the small pox, 3d Voted Mary L Balding Pound 

Keeper" 

 

In 1793 I find the following Record:  " At a legal town meeting of the inhabitants of Sudbury May 

2d 1793 Voted Capt Blanchard Moderator to govern said meeting. Voted to adjourn this meeting to 

Ensign Abner Halls barn, 3d Voted to hire preaching, 4th Voted to raise 15 pounds for the support 

of the gospel for the season to be paid in wheat at four shillings per bushel, to be paid by the first of 

Jan'y next, to be paid out at the direction of Benoni Farrand  Timothy Miller  Joseph Warner, the 

committee to hire preaching.   Voted to desolve this Meeting.   Benoni Farrand,  Town Clerk." 
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This town has for many years been somewhat noted for having one of the most celebrated hotels in 

the State.  Since the railroads have taken the traveling custom, has become the favorite resort of 

city boarders, during the warm season, and in winter for large pleasure parties.   Dancing parties of 

a hundred couples were frequent.   In the midst of one of these brilliant gatherings, at the dead 

hour of midnight, the cry of fire, was heard through the spacious halls, and the guests had barely 

time to escape. There has been a new hotel, since, built on the site of the former, which is used 

mostly for pleasure parties and city boarders. It is, at this writing, full to overflowing. They have 

public worship at the hotel every Sabbath.  The old proprietor, JAMES K. HYDE for many years 

one of the most popular hotel keepers in the State, died in September 1870.* The house is now kept 

by his son. 

 

   *"Hon. James K. Hyde. Judge of the County Court (Rutland Co.) died at his residence, of typhoid 

pneumonia, September 21, 1870, aged 68 years. Mr. Hyde was a member of the last Constitutional 

Convention, 1870." The father of Hon. James K. Hyde lived to the age of 90 years and 10 months. 

 

The only religious denomination in town at present is Congregational, the Church and Society of 

which was organized not far from 1800. They have a large meeting house, erected in 1805. Of  late 

years, it has proved quite too large for the congregation, and the upper part or gallery has been 

fitted for worship, and the lower floor for a town hall. The Rev. Henry Bustet has been employed by 

the Congregationalists for the last 17 years. He and his wife and six children, came to this place 

direct from England, in the fall of 1857, and have proved a worthy and highly respected family. The 

present number of church members, I believe, is about thirty. 

 

The number of soldiers furnished for the army, from this town, was 69.   22 of the first had no 

bounty; the next 12 had $ 100.00 each, the next had $ 500.00 each. 

 

Sudbury has a cheese factory in successful operation. This is the third year since it was built. It has 

thus far proved satisfactory. 

 

A correspondent of Mr. Mott's paper [Brandon] writes:  Hyde Hotel, Sudbury, Vermont August 10, 

1875.  The valley in front of our hotel, forming the boundary between Rutland and Addison 

counties, and the towns of Sudbury and Orwell, extends westerly in the direction of Lake 

Champlain, and is truly a paradise for farmers. Though yielding good crops of corn, oats and 

barley, yet it is more valuable for grass and grazing. Hence the farmers here, to make the most of 

their opportunity, have turned their attention more particularly to making butter and cheese and to 

the raising of sheep, while furnishing to other sections of the country every description of stock. 

 

Cheese factories in this neighborhood, or within a few miles, are numerous. These establishments 

turn out from 200 to 800 pounds of cheese per day. The creameries combine the conveniences for 

making both butter and cheese, and are becoming quite popular with many of the farmers. Still, I 

should judge that a large proportion of the farmers preferred the good old way of manufacturing 

their butter and cheese at their own houses, and using their butter-milk and whey for feeding calves 

and swine at their pleasure. Butter is selling here for about 25 cents per pound, and cheese for 12 

1/2 and 13 cents, which is considered very fair and remunerative. The annual income to the farmer 

is from $60 to $75 per cow, which, with what can be obtained from young stock and sheep, makes 

farming reasonably profitable in this vicinity. The profits, though comparatively small are sure. 

 

The farms and farm buildings in this vicinity all bear evidence of prosperity. Generally they are 

neat in their appearance. The cattle are well housed, the public highways are in good condition, and 

to a considerable extent are ornamented with shade trees. But there is room even here for 

improvement. The great valleys in this section of the State contain scarcely an acre of land but what 

is capable of raising from one to three tons of hay, and yet the average is probably less than one.  
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These lime-rock hills afford most excellent pasturage for cattle and sheep. They may be grazed 

upon year after year, and their fertility maintained, but the meadows below, all along the valleys, 

need to be overspread occasionally with some fertilizing material, to keep them up and to improve 

them. In all the States through which we have traveled, from Maine to Kansas, we have seen no 

better lands for grass. Generally they are free from stones, easily worked, and there is nothing 

wanting but sufficient fertilizers to make them the most profitable, for grass, of any in the country. 

 

     From Thompson't Gazetteer, 1842: 

 

SUDBURY, ' bounded N. by Whiting, E. by Brandon, S. by Hubbardton, W. by Orwell and 

Benson; acres, 13, 426; chartered August 6, 1761; early settlers generally from  Connecticut. Otter 

Creek touches upon the eastern border, the other streams small.  Hubbardton pond extends into 

the south part, and there are several smaller ponds in town: Hinkum is the most considerable, 

which falls into Otter Creek.  

 

Surface of township uneven ; a high ridge extends through the center, north and south: a small 

village in the westerly part, containing a meetinghouse store, tavern and several dwelling houses; 

churches, Congregational and Methodist; Congregational Pastor, Rev. Silas Parsons,  1806 to 1815; 

Rev. Moses Knapen, 1819 to 1830; Rev. John Thompson* 1833 to 1838 ; meeting house erected 

about 1805, membership in 1842 about 45. Methodist society, no particulars. Seven school districts 

and school houses; statistics of 1840; 2 saw mills, 2 stores, 2 taverns, 2 tanneries; population 796; 

horses, 174; cattle, 954; sheep, 11, 653; wheat 1488 bushels,  oats 2662,  rye: 2156,  buckwheat:. 204, 

corn: 3, 890,  sugar: 550 pounds." 

 

 * Rev. John Thompson: Born in Kingsboro N. C. 1799:  fitted with Rev. Dr Yale; graduated at 

Middlebury, 1826: studied at Princeton Theo. Sem. 1826-'28, Dec. 1828, sent by A. B. C. F. M. 

Missionary to the Cherokees, in Georgia. Twice arrested by the State for non-acquiescence in 

expulsion of the Indians ; continued his work till breaking up of the Mission, 1832; Home 

Missionary in Ohio.  1832-'34; Pastor in Sudbury '34 to '37; of a Presbyterian Church. Granville, 

N. Y, 1837-40; in Winchester, N. H., from 1840 till his death, Ap. 8, 1846, -Pearson.   

 

1876. Population 601, N. W. from Rutland, 25 miles, R. R. S., Addison R. R., Whiting, 5 miles; daily 

stage from Leicester to Sudbury.  Town clerk and treasurer, W. P. J. Hyde ; selectmen, D. C. and 

O. H P. Ketcham ; post master, R. W. Pitts; justices, W.P. J. Hyde,  D. C. Ketcham, Andrew 

Webster, Lyman Hawkins, W. J. Sawyer. Churches, Cong H. F. Bustet, pastor; Meth. ---; Uni. K. 

Haven.   Hotels-Hyde's, A. H. Hyde ; Royal House, R. W. Pitts, R. W. Pitts & Son. Physician, Geo. 

W. Campbell. 

 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONERS IN SUDBURY,  JUNE 1, 1840. 

 

Adam Stevens, age 89; Abner Hull, age 79 ; Azel Williams, " 80'; Peter Reynolds, " 79; Noah 

Merritt, " 85; Stephen Murray, " 82 ; Peter Reynolds resided with John Hull,  all the others were 

the heads of their own house and family. 

 

" Brown's Camp, " in Sudbury, " was near Miller's bridge, on a high rock, nearly  perpendicular, 

from t he base of which, on the east side, issues a spring.ò 
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THE KETCHAM FAMILY.  

 

Thomas Ketcham was one of the first settlers in the town of Sudbury. He had 5 sons and 5 

daughters, who lived to mature years, settled in Sudbury and became useful members of society. 

October 17th about fifty of his descendants, residing in Sudbury, Brandon, Pittsford, Hubbardton, 

Benson, Orwell, Whiting, and Malone, N, Y. met at the residence of Allen Ketcham, Esq.. 

(grandson of Thomas) for a family visit. Mr. Ketcham is an extensive and model farmer, has a place 

for everything and everything in its place, a characteristic of the family. His elegant and richly 

furnished residence, the arrangement of his out-buildings, his extensive and highly cultivated fields, 

waving with a rich harvest, the vast expanse of alluvial meadows on the banks of Otter Creek, and 

his fine stock of cattle, horses and sheep, all bespeak the taste and judgment of the proprietor; and 

yet he is excelled by some of his guests. 

 

Perhaps one of the number is the most extensive fruit grower and horticulturist in western 

Vermont. He has 30 acres of orcharding, all in a flourishing condition, bending under its burden of 

delicious fruit, to say nothing of his extensive nurseries of fruit trees and ornamental shrubberies, 

or of  his garden of luxuries blooming with the beauties of nature. He appears to possess by nature 

a peculiar gift in neutralizing the rigor of our climate, to such a degree that even the various kinds 

of tropical fruit, unaware but what they are in the sunny South, flourish under his fostering care. 

Several of the brotherhood may with propriety be called business farmers. I recently met one of 

them in the street on his way to market with 640 head of cattle. 

 

The presence of two aged matrons at the family gathering added much interest to the occasion. The 

widow Patty Knowlton, has seen more than four-score years, and is the only surviving member of 

the original Ketcham family. She came to 'Sudbury when it was nearly an unbroken wilderness-

here and there an opening just sufficient to let daylight shine down into the dark forbidding and 

almost impenetrable forest-when naught was to be heard but the howling of the wolves, the sullen 

growls of the bears and the sharp screams of the panthers, which frightened the deer that roamed 

at large on Sudbury hills, and upon the banks of Otter Creek.   

 

She has followed her five brothers and four sisters to the quiet church-yard, and those monuments 

whose white heads point heavenward, mark the last resting place of those whose memories and 

whose virtues are embalmed in the hearts of their numerous descendants. She has led a life and set 

an example worthy of imitation. 

 

The widow of the late Major Barnard Ketcham, of Sudbury, was present. She was one of the first 

settlers, and underwent hardships and privations incident to the pioneers of the town, of which the 

present generation are ignorant. She is a remarkable woman and has lived to see the dense forests 

disappear and give place to one of the richest farming districts in the valley of Otter Creek. She is a 

connecting link between two centuries, having seen nearly four-score-and-ten years, and not 

withstanding her advanced age, her mental faculties appear with all the strength and vigor of 

youth. Industry and frugalit y, uprightness and integrity, energy and decision of character, have 

been her prominent traits during her long and useful life. Her social qualities render her the life 

and animation of the circle of acquaintance in which she moves. She will long be remembered for 

her amiable qualities. It was truly a social gathering as they renewed former acquaintance, they 

lived their lives over again. 

 

The men, all substantial farmers-cultivate the soil and their intellects at the same time-the great 

book of nature being constantly spread out before them; hence there was a degree of intelligence 

manifest, not common in a family circle. Several of their number have held seats in the Legislature; 

they have also  stations. The social intercourse and friendly greetings, the beautiful scenery and  

admirable music combined to render it an occasion long to be remembered.   From the Middlebury 

Register. 



  

11 

 

 

 

HON. JOSEPH WARNER.  Judge Warner, born in Sudbury, December 4, 1803; first engaged in 

mercantile business in this  town, kept store on Sudbury Hill with John Jackson in 1814. Afterward 

removed to Middlebury and became a favorite citizen of that town; cashier of the Bank of 

Middlebury from 1832 to the time of his death,  December 31, 1865, of heart disease. He fell within 

the gate between his house and the bank, and was taken up lifeless. Successful in business, 

frequently holding public offices, Judge Warner was honorably known and cordially esteemed in 

his county and State. He married for his first wife Jane, daughter of Hon. Ezra Meech, of 

Shelburne, who died in 1842, leaving three children, Gen. James Warner, of Albany, and in the late 

war, also a very successful business man ; Ezra, who resides in Chicago, Ill., and Mary, who 

married a Mr. Bott and resides in Albany. He married, second, Maria Bates, daughter of President 

Joshua Bates of Middlebury College, Sept. 19, 1860. 

 

JOHN JACKSON, SEN.  Was born in Newton, Mass., November 14, 1776.  Settled in Sudbury in a 

log house half a mile south of the Barnard Ketcham Farm, about 1809: engaged in mercantile 

pursuits with Judge Warner on Sudbury Hill, 1810; removed on to the Peters farm in Orwell in 

1819; started his younger brother Edward in business in Brandon in 1822, and himself removed to 

Brandon in 1835 and died in 1837, aged nearly 61 years. He married first before coming to 

Vermont, and had two or more children by this marriage; second,  in 1814, the Widow Holton, who 

survived him 27 years. For a sketch of his second family, see History of Town of Shrewsbury. Mr. 

Jackson resided in Albany about 15 years; removed to Brandon in 1851. Married Georgia Alden of 

that place in 1852; children, two boys and two girls. Both boys died soon after the father; girls, 

Mary and Fanny: Mary married Dr. Peck of Brandon. 

 

HON. JOHN JACKSON.  John Jackson, Jr., was born in Sudbury,  December 8, 1815. He spent his 

earliest years in that town and Orwell, and later removed with his father's family to Brandon. Soon 

after his majority he spent two years in New York and some ten years in Albany, where he earned 

the reputation of an energetic,  prudent, honorable and successful man in his  business. About 1847, 

he returned to Brandon, where he resided till his death. He followed successfully various branches 

of business and especially farming. That he cultivated his land and raised his stock with a watchful 

care and scientific experiment, his broad and fertile acres and goodly flocks and herds, did fully 

attest. He gave much attention to the general interests of agriculture, in both the county and State; 

was ever its untiring promoter, as a private member of a local society, or as a director of the State 

Agricultural Society, which position he had held, at the time of his decease, for several years; and 

he was often chosen to fill offices of trust in Brandon. 

 

His first prominent appearance in public life was as a delegate to the Baltimore Convention of 1860, 

representing the State and town of the birth of the late Stephen A. Douglass. He was a warm 

supporter, an ardent admirer and a faithful friend, of that statesman: he stood firmly by him until 

his nomination was made - which was a great gratification to him, not only for the triumph of the 

principles involved, but as a matter of State pride and personal friendship. In politics, he was of the 

Democratic school and acted with that party until the surrender of Fort Sumter, when he 

immediately took ground in favor of sustaining the government in a vigorous prosecution of the 

war, to put down the rebellion. He saw the men in the South with whom he acted in good faith, 

throw off their masks of pretended loyalty and rally, almost as one man, to the standard of those 

who were seeking our national overthrow.  Having thus identified himself as one of the friends of 

the government, he was nominated as a candidate for one of the State Senators, to which position he 

was elected by a large majority.  
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During the session of 1861 and '62, until about four weeks before its close, he faithfully served his 

constituents. While he did not take much part in public debates, he rendered efficient service on the 

Bank Committee; being well prepared to discharge the duties assigned that committee, having been 

long a director in the Brandon Bank. He was also a member of the Committee on the Library, and 

of that on Military Affairs.  He was deprived of rendering much service at the last session, not 

resuming his seat after his first attack of disease, although he made great efforts to do so, and it was 

believed these efforts gave a fatal termination to his disease. 

 

He died December 8, 1832, aged 47, leaving a widow and four children. He married Georgiana 

Alden, of Brandon, and in his domestic relations was no less happy than in his public life and 

career. A man of warm and noble impulses of heart, and large generosity, he was in turn deeply 

beloved by his many friends, both in private and public life. Robinson* rests on the quiet hillside 

beside his  honored ancestors; Eastman, the quiet companion and poet, sleeps in the cemetery 

consecrated by his own music; Jackson, the friend and companion of both, in the shady dell, in the 

beautiful cemetery near his home,  in a grave of his own selection.  * Robinson and Eastman were 

also members of the Baltimore Convention. 

 

SUDBURY GRADUATES AT MIDDLEBURY, 1814 -1836. 

 

Class of 1814. RICHARD PEASE: Rev. Dr. .E. W. Hooker, Rev. Reuben Post, D. D., Prof. Ruel 

Keith and Fisk and Parsons, missionaries, were among his classmates. He was a teacher and a 

merchant in Woodville, Mississippi and a merchant at Matamoras, Mexico, and resided at 

Avransas Bay, Texas, from 1839 till his death. "He left home January 24,  1842, to return the same 

day. Not returning, search was made and he was found shot through the loins and stripped of his 

clothes. Nothing is known of his murderers or their motives." 

 

Class of 1836. MERRITT MATTISON became a Methodist clergyman and was at one time 

principal of an academy in New York.-Pearson.  SARAH ABBOTT, Sudbury, contributed one of 

the poems to "Poets and Poetry of Vermontò; 1848-page 175. 

 

___End of History by Abby Hemenway__ 

 

 

 

 

1881 Hamilton Child    http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vermont/TownshipSudburyRutland.html 

 

SUDBURY is located in the north west corner of the County in lat. 43° 47' and long. 3° 54' east 

from Washington, and is bounded north by Whiting in Addison County, east by Benson, south by 

Hubbardton, and west by Orwell in Addison County. (Orwell formerly belonged to Rutland 

County, but was annexed to Addison by an Act of the Legislature November 13, 1847.) It was 

chartered August 6, 1761, by Benning Wentworth of New Hampshire, and contained 13,426 acres. 

Just at what date the township was organized, we are unable to state. The first records of any town 

meeting dates back to January 15, 1789, at which John HALL was chosen moderator; but this was 

not the first meeting held, for some pages in the fore part of the book of records are missing.  

 The surface is broken and uneven; a high ridge of hills extending through the township from north 

to south forms the watershed of the country, discharging the streams of the eastern part into Otter 

Creek, while those in the western section find their way into Lake Champlain. There is much good 

farming land in the town, situated westerly in the valleys of the several streams; while the hillsides 

afford pasturage for numerous herds of sheep and cattle, forming the principal wealth of the 

people. The soil is mostly a rich loam, producing wheat, oats, rye, buckwheat, Indian corn, potatoes 

and hay.  

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vermont/TownshipSudburyRutland.html
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The land is irrigated by numerous streams, but none except Otter Creek of any considerable size. 

This stream enters the township at the northeast corner, and traverses about one-half the eastern 

part of the town where it enters Brandon. Several very handsome little ponds lie distributed over 

the surface of the country, which, as they lie nestled among the hills, lend a charm and beauty to the 

scenery of the town that has become proverbial, and which attracts hundreds each summer from 

the crowded cities to these healthful hills. Lake Hortonia in the south west part of the town, 

extending into Hubbardton, is the largest sheet, being about two miles in length by a half in width. 

Of the others, High and Burr ponds in the south part, and Huff Pond in the central, are the largest. 

The timber is principally pine, beech and maple.  

In 1880, Sudbury had a population of 562, and was divided into five school districts and contained 

five common schools, employing three male and seven female teachers, at an aggregate salary of 

$623.00. There were 155 pupils attending common school, and the total amount expended for 

schools during the year ending October 31st, was $694.87. Mr. W. J. SAWYER was school 

superintendent.  

 SUDBURY, (p. o.) a small hamlet located in the western part of the town, contains one hotel, one 

church, one store and about fifteen dwellings.   Burr's saw mill, located in the south part of the 

town, is the only saw mill in the township. It is situated on the outlet of Burr Pond, and has the 

same frame that was built seventy-two years ago, which is in good condition yet. Roger BURR 

settled here in 1784, the farm now being occupied by his son,  Asahel BURR. He was a soldier in the 

war of the Revolution, where he served three years; he was a very enterprising man, and took an 

active part in building the first church in town in 1807. The timber was mostly cut on his land and 

sawed at his mill. When he came here there was no house in the township south of the present 

hamlet of Sudbury, and the surface was covered with a dense wilderness. He built a small camp, 

where he resided until he could build a log house. Wild animals were numerous, and for a long time 

he could scarcely keep any sheep on account of the wolves. Mr. BURR died in December, 1827, at 

an advanced age. His son, Roger, still retains the old homestead and mill, and although 87 years of 

age, he still retains his mental faculties wonderfully well. He was present at the battle of 

Plattsburgh, which occurred when he was 21 years of age.  

The first hotel in town was kept by ____ MILLS, and was located on the present site of the Hyde 

Hotel, about one mile south of Sudbury hamlet, and was sold to Mr. Pitt W. HYDE by MILLS, in 

1801. Mr. HYDE immediately made improvements, and it soon became, and still is, one of the most 

popular summer resorts in New England. It is located in a beautiful valley, and is 80 x 150 feet and 

five stories high, containing about ninety sleeping apartments, with a dining room capable of 

seating at family tables, 200 guests, is supplied with all modern improvements, and has connected 

with it two cottages. A three-story building, 46 x 60 feet, the lower floor of which is to be used as a 

concert HALL or opera house, furnished with a very fine stage 35x 35 x 15 5 feet in dimensions, has 

been erected this season (1881.) The hotel is open from May until November, during which time it is 

thronged with guests.  

The HYDE family figured conspicuously in the early history of the town; Pitt W. HYDE, fifth son 

of Capt. Jedediah HYDE, was born in Norwich, Conn., and settled in Sudbury in 1801. He was the 

father of James K. HYDE, who succeeded him in the proprietorship of the hotel. James, for many 

years one of the most popular hotel keepers in the State, was judge of the county court, and held 

many other responsible positions. Pitt W. died at the age of 45 years. Hon. James K. HYDE died of 

typhoid pneumonia, Sept. 21, 1870, aged 68 years. His son, A. W. HYDE, is the present proprietor 

of the hotel. Thomas W. HYDE came to Sudbury in 1808, from Mapletown, N.Y., settling on road 

28, just north of the HYDE Hotel, on the farm now owned by Rodney BARBER. He was justice of 

the peace many years, also selectman, and held other responsible positions in the township. His son, 

Will iam P. HYDE, aged 67, is still a resident of the town. Thomas W. died February22, 1865, in the 

91st year of his age.  
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A number of settlements had been made in the town previous to the war of the Revolution, but at 

the breaking out of this war, the town was deserted, and so remained until after peace was 

declared, when the settlers began to return again.  

Benoni GRIFFIN came to Vermont from Simsbury, Conn., stopping a few years in Castleton, from 

whence he removed to Sudbury in 1799, settling on the farm now owned by his son Benoni, Jr. The 

old house which Mr. GRIFFIN built about 80 years ago, is still standing. There was also a house on 

the place when Mr. GRIFFIN bought it, which was built some years previous, by Andrew GATES 

who owned several hundred acres of land in this vicinity. Mr. GRIFFIN had no political 

aspirations, but was valued by his neighbors for his sound judgment and good sense, being often 

called upon by them to apprize property, as cattle and grain were here a legal tender at that time.  

Mr. GRIFFIN was twice married, and by his second wife had five children, none of whom now 

reside in the township, except Benoni, Jr., who is the present town Representative, and has been a 

popular man in town for many years. The old Military Road enters Sudbury in the southeast part 

of the town, traversing it in a northwesterly direction, and passes out again at the northwest corner. 

It was over this road that the munitions of war were carried from Bennington to Ticonderoga in the 

Revolutionary times, and it was afterwards used by the settlers before other roads were laid out, 

the "old turnpike" not being built until many years after.  

Near this road, on the farm of Mr. GRIFFIN is a famous spring of clear cold water, called "Cold 

Spring." It is related that on one occasion a party of Indians were passing through the town with 

two prisoners, one of them a very large, and the other a very small .man. The larger one was 

afflicted with a very sore foot, upon which his red captors, out of pure malice, would jump and 

stamp. This so exasperated his small companion, that he warned them in no very choice language 

that it would not be well for them to attempt the same experiment with him; at this, one of them 

stung by his taunts attempted it, and was immediately knocked down by the plucky little fellow. 

This act was loudly applauded by the discomfited Indian's companions, and the prisoner was 

molested no more. They soon after arrived at Cold Spring, and while several of them were stooped 

down to drink, the small man suddenly picked up a dog belonging to the Indians, and from an 

eminence of several feet, hurled it down upon their heads. For these acts of bravery he was much 

petted by the Indians, and finally allowed his liberty.  

A little south of the spring there was once an Indian camp, where many Indian relics have since 

been found, arrow heads, finished and unfinished, stone pestles for pounding corn, many of them 

decorated with antique designs, stone images, etc.  

Cold Spring is also the site of an encampment of the Continental army, many relics having been 

plowed up, consisting of bayonets, ramrods, knives, and upon one occasion a large copper camp-

kettle. It is also related that many years ago, an old Revolutionary soldier named Enos, journeyed 

hither from a distant part of the State, just for the purpose of once more drinking from the old 

spring.  

 During the late war, Mr. GRIFFIN was a recruiting officer for this town, the enlisted men being 

assigned to different companies and regiments. One, Alva ALLEN, from this town, suffered for a 

long time at Libby Prison, and when at last released, his life was despaired of by the physicians; but 

he ultimately recovered and is now a resident of the township.  

 Peter REYNOLDS was one of the early settlers, having come into the town by the way of Otter 

Creek, traveling on the ice, and built a tent on the line between Brandon and Sudbury, 

subsequently settling in Brandon; but the high water the next spring drove him out, and he crossed 

the creek on a raft and settled in Sudbury, where he was justice of the peace many years, and held 

several other town offices.  
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 John C. SAWYER was born in Brandon, January 17, 1800. When he was four years of age he was 

adopted by David LAYTON, of Sudbury, and has resided in this town ever since. Mr. LAYTON, 

his foster father, settled on road 4, corner of  5, upon the farm originally settled by one David 

SMITH. Mr. LAYTON, dying without issue, the property reverted to Mr. SAWYER. Mr. 

SAWYER was twice married, having by his first wife, Lois RHODES, of Stafford, Vt., one son, 

David Layton SAWYER. For his second wife he married the widow of Charles RHODES, of 

Sudbury, who was an uncle to Stephen A. DOUGLASS. David LAYTON operated a tannery, 

manufactured potash, and was a hatter, located on road 4, a little north of the "Sawyer Stand," 

which was at that time a place of some considerable note, it being the "half-way house" from 

Brandon to Orwell, and a station on the old stage-road from Vergennes to Whitehall, and from 

Rutland to Lake Champlain, all the goods from the ironworks of Brandon and Pittsford being 

transported over it to the Lake.  

Thomas KETCHAM, born February 8, 1748, died May 19, 1834, aged 86 years. He immigrated 

from Dutchess County, N. Y., to Sudbury at a very early date in the history of the township, and 

was the father' of twelve children. Maj. Barnard KETCHAM, son of Thomas, located on road 1, 

corner road 2, where he married a daughter of Aaron JACKSON. The Major was one of the most 

prominent men in the township, having held offices of various ranks, both civil and military, and at 

the time of his death was one of the most wealthy men in the township. The descendants of Thomas 

KETCHAM are very numerous, and scattered in various parts of the State and country.  

Aaron JACKSON was also one of the earliest settlers, having located on road 1. It is claimed he 

built the first frame house in town, the lumber being rafted from Sutherland Falls to Miller's 

Bridge, in this town, from whence it was conveyed through the wilderness, the way being traced by 

the means of marked trees. He also had the first oven in town, wherein was baked the first loaf of 

bread made from wheat grown in the township, and is also accredited with manufacturing the first 

cheese. At the age of sixteen, together with his father and a younger brother, he entered the 

Continental army, being present at the battle of Bunker Hill, where he received a sunstroke, from 

which he never fully recovered. He died in Sudbury at the early age of 44. John JACKSON and 

Judge Joseph WARREN were proprietors of the first store kept in the town, which was located on 

the site of the present store kept by N. F. BUCKLIN.  

Captain PEARSE was an early settler, having located on the farm now owned by M. H. LANDON, 

his old log house having stood just back of where the barn now stands. He also built the house now 

occupied by Smith GERMOND, and is the one in which PEARSE's death occurred.  

 Charles YOUNG came from Athal, Mass., Settling in Sudbury about the year 1805, upon the farm 

now owned by his son. Simeon YOUNG located on road 33, where he resided until his death, which 

occurred on December 30, 1863, aged 75 years.  

Timothy MILLER came to Sudbury from Massachusetts in 1771, settling on the land now owned 

by Andrew STEELE; but aft erwards located at the west end of what is now known as Miller's 

Bridge, where he built a log house in which he resided three years, when the Indians became so 

troublesome he was again obliged to move, and did not return until after the Revolution. He was a 

very public spirited man, and was justice of the peace a number of years, dying in 1825, aged 75 

years.  

Gideon MORTON was born in Orwell, Addison County, in 1789, and died in Sudbury, April 2, 

1870, aged 83. He purchased the farm now owned by Solon BRESEE, located on road 31, early in 

the present century, upon which be resided until 1843, when he removed to road 20, where his son, 

Benjamin L., now resides. Mr. M. was a physician by profession, and at his death left three 

daughters and two sons.  
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 Isaac HUFF, born in 1744, came to Sudbury from Nine Partners, N. Y., in 1790, and rented a place 

on road 22, where STEELE's cider mill now stands, at which place he remained one year. During 

that time he cleared enough land on road 20, upon which to build a log house. In this house he 

dwelt until 1812, when he erected a frame house in the same vicinity, which is now occupied by his 

grandsons, Benj. F. and John HUFF. He died in 1821, aged 77 years, leaving six children as follows:  

Israel, Lawrence, James and Ellis, and two daughters, Susan and Rebecca, most of whom removed 

to the West. James remained on the old homestead which is now occupied by his sons. The old farm 

house has undergone no change of any account, and is now a very comfortable structure. At the 

time Isaac came here there were no roads in the township, he having to travel through the forest, 

finding his way by means of marked trees. James lived to the age of 73 years and 11 months, 

marrying for his first wife, Lucy REYNOLDS, unto whom was born one daughter, (now Clark 

MORTON's wife,) and three sons, Andrew J., Benj. F. and John.  

Reuben ALLEN settled on road 25 at an early date, where he resided until his death at an advanced 

age. At the time of the battle of Plattsburgh, during the war of 1812, although Reuben was much 

too old for military duty, he shouldered his gun and started for the scene of strife.  

 Dea. Eli ROYS settled on road 19, where C. C. SELLECK now resides, in 1790. He was a noted 

trapper and hunter, and once caught a wolf on the spot where the Sudbury meeting-house now 

stands.  

On the land owned by Marcellus LANDON, there was a signal post established in 1879, although no 

observations have yet been made. It is the, highest point of land in the township, and affords a 

magnificent view of the surrounding country. From here can be seen Lake Champlain, 

Ticonderoga, Crown Point, Fort Henry, Middlebury, Brandon, and the line of the Green 

Mountains, as well as many other points of interest.  

On road 25, near road 21, there is a cemetery beautifully located, where are buried the remains of 

many of the early settlers, also containing a very fine tomb, erected by Nathaniel JACKSON. On 

the gravestones can be seen the names of Benoni GRIFFIN, Elias KETCHAM, Noah MERRITT, 

Zebediah JOHNSON, Asahel, Joseph and Abijah WILLIAMS, and some of the LANDONs.  

On the 1st of April, 1881, about ten o'clock in the evening, Mr. James K. FOSTER's house, located 

on road 5, corner of road 6, burned to the ground, being the fifth time he had suffered in this 

manner during a period of seven years.  

 In district No 2, there, was a brick building erected to be used both as a church and school house, 

being the first school building erected in the township.. The upper part of the building was built at 

the expense of Barnard KETCHAM, David LAYTON and Enoch SMITH, while the lower part was 

built by the district.   

 The First Congregational Church, located at Sudbury hamlet, was organized in 1803, and had for 

its first pastor Silas PERSONS. The church building was erected in 1807, the land, consisting of 

about two acres, being donated by Apollos ROLLO. The upper part is now used for church 

services, and the lower part as a town hall. It is valued at about $1,500. The society has no settled 

pastor at present.            

___End of History by  Hamilton Child___ 
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1886 Smith and Rann  http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vermont/RutlandSudbury.html 

SUDBURY lies in the northeastern corner of the county, and is bounded on the north by Whiting in 

Addison county; on the east by Brandon; on the south by Hubbardton, and on the west by Orwell 

in Addison county, and a part of Benson.  

It was chartered by Benning Wentworth, governor of New Hampshire, on the 6th of August, 1761, 

and contained 13,426 acres. The surface is mountainous and broken and is made a watershed by a 

range of hills which extend north and south through the town, sending the waters on the eastern 

slope into Otter Creek, and on the western side into Lake Champlain. The soil is generally a rich 

loam, well adapted to the production of wheat, oats, rye, buckwheat, Indian corn, potatoes and hay. 

The numerous valleys of the streams abound in excellent farming lands, and the more hilly regions 

afford the best of pasturage for sheep and cattle. Many smaller streams, and a portion of Otter 

Creek which enters the northeastern corner of the town and flows for some distance along the 

eastern boundary, constitute the drainage.  

The scenery is diversified by the hills and forests not only, but by numerous handsome ponds, 

notably High, Burr and Huff Ponds, and Lake Hortonia. The last named sheet of water is in the 

southwest part of the town, extending into  Hubbardton, and is about two miles in length by half a 

mile in width.  

Immediately after the granting of the town in 1761, the host of land speculators commenced the 

purchase and sale of land in Sudbury in the hope of creating an interest that would increase the 

price of real property in town. As early as 1763, land situated within the present limits of the town 

was transferred by deed from Benjamin FOX, of Nottingham, in the province of New Hampshire, 

"Yoeman," to Thomas TOSH, of New Market, in the same province. The name Benoni FARRAND 

appears at this early date in many of the land records as "town clerk," and continues at various 

intervals to appear thus until 1791 -- over a period of twenty-eight years. No complete explanation 

of this seems to be obtainable, though it is naturally conjectured that in his signatures he persisted 

in stating his official title as clerk of some town which was his ante-revolutionary residence. He was 

certainly one of the earliest settlers in town, and a man of considerable prominence.  

Among the other names of persons appearing to have settled in town by 1789 are those of Platt 

KETCHAM, Aaron JACKSON, Simon GOODWARD, Joshua TRACY, Jeremiah GATES and 

John HALL. The earliest record extant of a regular meeting for the conduct of town business is 

dated January 15, 1789. The earlier leaves of this book of records are missing, and thus we are 

unable to state even the date of the organization of the town.  

Sudbury was represented in the Dorset convention of July 24, 1776, by John GAGE. At this 

meeting, however, John HALL was chosen moderator. The other officers are not mentioned. Some 

of the earliest officers of the town were as follows: Shaler TOWNER, John GAGE, Zebina 

SANDERS, fence viewers; John RICKE, William BUCK, Jeremiah STONE, Joseph WARNER, 

William PA LMER, Timothy MILLER, surveyors of highways; John HALE, esq., sealer of weights 

and measures; at a meeting held on the 2d of May, 1793, Benoni FARRAND, Timothy MILLER 

and Joseph WARNER were chosen a committee to hire preaching. FARRAND at this time was 

town clerk.  

Benoni GRIFFIN, from Simsbury, Conn, came to Castleton, whence in 1799 he removed to 

Sudbury and settled on the farm now owned by his son, Benoni, jr. The house still stands which he 

built more than eighty years ago. There was a house on the place when Mr. GRIFFIN came, built 

some time before b. Andrew GATES, who owned several hundred acres of land in this vicinity.  
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One of the earliest settlers in Sudbury was Noah MERRITT. He came to Brandon immediately 

after the close of the War of the Revolution. He was in the battle of Bunker Hill, and was one of the 

nine last men to leave they fort. He there received a ball in the instep which knocked off the buckle 

from his shoe. He was in many of the principal battles of the Revolution, and was one of the guards 

over Major ANDRE on the night before the execution. He married Eunice METCALF, of 

Templeton, Mass., and, as soon as the war was over, he and his wife and child (Noah D.) made the 

journey from Templeton to Brandon, Vt., in winter. A single ox drew them and their effects all the 

way in six weeks. They lived in Brandon for four years and then moved to Sudbury. He died in 

1842, and his wife survived him until 1845, when she died at the age of ninety-four years. The farm 

which he occupied was in the east part of the town, called "Spunkhole."   

The old military road, elsewhere described, traverses this town in a north-westerly direction, from 

the southeast to the northwest corners. Near this road on the farm of Mr. GRIFFIN is a famous 

spring of clear cold water, called "Cold Spring." It is related that on one occasion a party of 

Indians passed through the town with two prisoners, one of whom was very large and the other 

very small. The larger one was afflicted with a sore foot, upon which his red captives, out of pure 

malice, would jump and stamp. This so exasperated his small companion that he warned them in 

not very choice language that it would not be well for them to attempt the same experiment with 

him; at this one of them, stung by his taunts, attempted it, and was immediately knocked down by 

the plucky little fellow. This act was loudly applauded by the discomfited Indian's companions, and 

the prisoner was molested no more. They soon after arrived at Cold Spring, and while several of 

them were stooped down to drink, the small man suddenly picked up a dog belonging to the 

Indians, and from an eminence of several feet, hurled it upon their heads. For these acts of bravery 

he was much petted by the Indians and finally allowed his liberty. A little south of the spring there 

was once an Indian camp, where many Indian relics have since been found -- arrow heads, finished 

and unfinished, stone pestles for pounding corn, many of them decorated with antique designs, 

stone images, etc. Cold Spring is also the site of an encampment of the Continental army, many 

relics having been plowed up, consisting of bayonets, ramrods, knives, and upon one occasion a 

large copper camp kettle. It is also related that many years ago, an old Revolutionary soldier 

named Enos, journeyed hither from a distant part of the State just for the purpose of once more 

drinking from the old spring.   

Thomas KETCHAM, born February 8, 1748, immigrated from Duchess county, N. Y., to Sudbury 

at a very early date. Major Barnard KETCHAM, one of his sons, married a daughter of Aaron 

JACKSON, another early settler. Thomas KETCHAM died on the 19th of May, 1834.   

Peter REYNOLDS also came here in early times, by the way of Otter Creek, traveling on the ice. 

He erected a tent on the line between Sudbury and Brandon, subsequently settling in the latter 

place. The high water in Brandon drove him out the next spring, and he crossed the creek on a raft 

and made Sudbury his home. He was justice of the peace here for a number of years.  

Aaron JACKSON's name appears in the records of 1789 and he certainly resided in town at that 

time. Evidence seems to establish as a fact the claim that he built the first framed house in town, 

rafting the lumber from Sutherland Falls to Miller's Bridge, and thence conveying it through the 

wilderness by "blazed" trees. He is also accredited with having been the owner of the first oven in 

town, wherein was baked bread from the first wheat grown in Sudbury, and of having made the 

first cheese made in town. He entered the Continental army at the age of sixteen years in company 

with his father and a still younger brother. They took part in the battle of Bunker Hill.  

Isaac HUFF came to Sudbury from Nine Partners, N. Y., in 1790, being then in his forty-sixth year. 

The first year he resided on land covered in later days by Steele's cider-mill; meanwhile he cleared 

land or premises now occupied by his grandsons, and erected a log house there in which he dwelt 

until 1812, when he built a framed house near the old one. He died in 1821.   
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David LAY TON came here before 1800 and settled on the farm originally cleared by David 

SMITH, in the north part of the town. He operated a tannery, manufactured potash and carried on 

the trade of hatter for a number of years. In 1804 he adopted John C. SAWYER, who was born in 

Brandon in 1800, and on his death, no issue surviving, the property came into Mr. SAWYER's 

hands. LAYTON's business was carried on a little south of the famous "Sawyer Stand," in the early 

part of the century a place of wide and pleasing notoriety. It was the "half-way house" between 

Brandon and Orwell, and a station on the old stage road from Vergennes to Whitehall, and from 

Rutland to Lake Champlain. All the products of the iron works of Brandon and Pittsford passed 

through here on their way to the lake.  

Captain PEARSE settled in early days on the farm now owned by M. H. LANDON. His old log 

house stood just back of the present site of the barn.  

Charles YOUNG immigrated to Sudbury about the year 1805, from Athol, Mass., and settled on the 

farm now owned by his son. Timothy MILLER was from Massachusetts and settled, in 1771, on the 

farm now owned by Andrew STEELE. He afterwards located at the west end of what is now known 

as Miller's Bridge, where he built a log house, in which he resided three years. During the 

Revolution the Indians became so troublesome that he, in common with the then few inhabitants of 

the town, retreated to some more thickly-settled part of the country and did not return until after 

the Revolution. He was justice of the peace for many years; he died in 1825 at the age of seventy-

five years.  

Gideon MORTON was born in Orwell, Addison county, in 1789, and died on the 2d of April, 1870, 

in Sudbury. He came here in the early part of the present century and settled on the farm now 

occupied by Solon BRESEE. Here he resided until 1843, when he removed to the farm now 

occupied by his son, Benjamin L. MORTON. Gideon MORTON was probably the first physician in 

Sudbury.  

Joseph WARNER came here as early as 1789, and attained at once a prominence which he never 

afterwards relinquished. He and his sons, John L., Jason, Fordyce, Joseph, Hiram, Warren and 

Almon, manufactured potash in the middle of the town and ran a store near the ashery. Judge 

WARNER also kept a tavern in the northeast part of the town, on Sudbury Hill; he was one: of the 

most prominent men in the town. He represented Sudbury in the Constitutional Convention of 1791 

and 1792, and in the General Assembly from 1805 until 1822. He was assistant county judge of the 

Rutland County Court in 1821-24, and councilor in 1821 and 1822. Joseph WARNER, jr., was a 

merchant in town after his father until 1832, when he became cashier of the bank in Middlebury, 

which position he retained until his death.  

Roger BURR was born November t, 1755, in Athol, Mass., whence he came to Sudbury about the 

year 1773, and settled on the farm now occupied by his grandson, Mason BURR. He built a log 

house on the ground now used on the old homestead as a garden. His wife, Jennie RICH, was born 

July 20, 1762. They came from Athol on horseback. They had seven children, of whom Asahel, 

father to Mason, was the third. Asahel BURR was born on the 8th of July, 1793, and died here at 

the age of ninety years and ten months.  

Roger BURR built the first mill in town in 1784. Its work was done, of course, with the old-

fashioned "up-and-down" saw. The building is still, standing on the farm, although it has been once 

rebuilt. There was then no grist-mill in town and the family flour consisted of pounded corn. Before 

1810 Mr. BURR erected a cider-mill, and from the accounts taken from an old journal which he 

kept, and which contains, among others, the names of John HURLBERT, Asa SMITH, Elisha 

SMITH, Noah MERRITT, Thomas WHITE, John RANSOM, Nahum CLARK, Alvin GRISWOLD 

and Walker RUMSEY, it can be seen that it was customary to buy apples at six cents per bushel 

and make cider for ten cents per barrel.  
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Reuben ALLEN came to Sudbury also at an early date, and started for Plattsburg during the war 

of 1812, although he was much too old for military service.  

Deacon Eli ROYS cleared the farm now occupied by C. C. SELLECK in 1790. He was a famous 

trapper and hunter, and it is related he once caught a wolf on the site of the present meeting-house.  

Mason BURR was born on the 23d of October, 1822, in the house he now occupies. He has a curious 

relic in his possession, in the shape of two human skeletons found buried on the BURR farm, which, 

from the mode of burial and structural evidences, have been pronounced the remains of an Indian 

and squaw. In view of the fact that there have been no Indians in Sudbury since the Revolutionary 

War, it is easy to conjecture them the victims either of a White man's wrath or of disease of more 

than a hundred years ago. When first exhumed the skeletons were in a perfect state of preservation, 

every bone and joint being still in its proper place, and every tooth complete and perfect. Exposure 

to the air, however, has softened and displaced them so that they are no longer anything but a mass 

of almost indistinguishable bones.   

The first tavern in town was kept by a Mr. MILLS in the latter part of the last century, and sold in 

1801 to Pitt W. HYDE. He was born in Norwich, Coon., December 29, 1776, and was the fifth son of 

Captain Jedediah HYDE by his first wife, Mary WATERMAN. The family originally came from 

England. Before 1801 Pitt William HYDE was all inn-keeper in Hyde Park, Vt., and gave that place 

its name. On the 19th of October, 1796, he married Mary KILBOURNE, of Litchfield, Conn. He 

died May 29, 1823. James Kilbourne HYDE, father of the present proprietor of Hyde Manor, was 

born on the 19th of November, 1801, at Morristown, Conn., and was brought to Sudbury in the 

same year. On the 15th of February, 1824, he married Lavinia GAGE, and continued the hotel until 

he died, September 21, 1870. This house, both under Pitt W. HYDE and the Hon. James K. HYDE, 

was one of the most celebrated hostelries in New England, situated as it was at a convenient resting-

place on the old stage route between Canada and Northern Vermont, and Whitehall and Rutland.  

Hyde's hotel became widely known, not only for the excellence of the fare and the comfort which 

the very rafters of the house seemed to shed upon all guests, but also for the genial welcome 

extended to all alike, the rich and the well-dressed, and the poor and humble. James K. HYDE was 

also town clerk for thirty years, and justice of the peace thirty-four years. He represented the town 

in the General Assembly in 1833, 1834, 1835 and 1840, and was senator from Rutland county in 

1850 and 1851. He was elected assistant judge of the Rutland County Court in 1869.  

Arunah Waterman HYDE, the present proprietor of the hotel, son of James K. HYDE, was born 

May 14th, 1842; married on the 3d of January, 1866, to Miss Elizabeth EDDY, of Whitehall, N. Y. 

In 1862 the old hotel was destroyed by fire, and the present house erected by James K. HYDE in 

1865. A. W. HYDE has had the entire management of the business in his hands since that time. The 

hotel has capacity to accommodate two hundred guests. The Hyde Manor fame as a perfect resort 

for families with children has long been established. Mr. HYDE well sustains the reputation of the 

family name for genialty and heartiness, and will undoubtedly educate his only son, James K. 

HYDE (born March 14, 1874), to carry on the business for the fourth generation.  

With reference to the early condition of the town, Colonel H. H. MERRITT, now of Brandon, 

briefly gives the following information: In 1820 there was a grist-mill in the north part of the town, 

with one run of stone; there was no distillery here, the nearest one being operated by Mr. BRESEE, 

of Hubbardton. Judge WARNER's ashery, store and tavern have already been mentioned. David 

LAYTON had an ashery in the north part of the town. Isaac HUFF and Roger BURR ran the only 

saw-mills in town, the one at the outlet of Huff's Pond, and the other at the outlet of Burr's Pond.  
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IN THE WAR OF THE GREAT REBELLION    To prove that Sudbury did her share in the war of 

the Rebellion, the following names alone will suffice:   

 Volunteers for three years credited previous to the call for 300,000 volunteers of October 17, 1863. 

-- Peter BAKER, Schuyler BAKER, 2d bat.; Tuffel BROTHER, co. L, 11th regt.; Nathaniel 

BUCKLIN, co. H, 5th regt.; John M. CHASE, co. L, 11th regt.; Charles V. COOL, co. H, 5th regt.; 

Lewis GONYAW, Erskine S. GRAVES, 11th regt.; Mason K. GOODELL, 2d bat.; Anthony 

JACOBS, Milton LANDEN, James F. LILLIE, co. H, 5th regt.; Alonzo MARTIN, co. B, 7th regt.; 

Franklin MERCHANT, co. H, 5th regt.; Julius K. MORGAN, co. K, 2d regt.; Henry J. NICHOLS, 

co. C, 11th regt.; Julius REIVERS, 2d bat.; Charles M. SHAW, 5th regt.; James L. SLASON, John 

C. Slason, co. B, 9th regt.; Alphonzo F. Smith, co. C,.; t 11th regt.; Edward H. SMITH, co. H, 5th 

regt.; James SULLIVAN, co. M, 11th regt.; Julius M. WALACE, John N. WELCH, co. H, 5th regt.  

Credits under call of October 17, 1862, for 300,000 volunteers and subsequent calls. Volunteers for 

three years. -- Augustus P. CHASE, co. E, 11th regt.; Luther GROVER, co. K, 2d regt.; Moses C. 

HUNT, Frank J. MAYHEW,; Clarence MCARTHUR, 2d bat.; Julius S. MORGAN, co. K, 2d regt.; 

Daniel SMITH, Erasmus D. THOMPSON, 2d bat.; Charles C. WARD, co. H, 5th regt.  

Volunteers for one year. -- Alva M. ALLEN, Rial F. CART, 11th  regt.; William R. DERBY, co. B, 

8th regt.; Volney W. JENKS, co. F, 1st s. s.; Wallace SAWYER, Harrison M. WILLIAMS, co. H, 

5th regt.                                                                                                                                            

Volunteers re-enlisted. -- Nathaniel BUCKLIN, Charles V. COOL, Jonathan LARRABEE, James 

F. LILLIE, co. H, 5th regt.; Peter MAY, George OAKLAND, Julius RIVERS, 2d bat.; Charles M. 

SHAW, co. H, 5th regt.; Morrill SHEPPARD, 2d bat,; John N. WELCH, co. H, 5th regt.    

Volunteers for nine months. -- Abram C. ACKERMAN, Lorenzo G. BARRETT, Albert F. BURR, 

David W. CLARK, William GOODROW, Martin KETCHUM, German LANDEN, Charles P. 

MORTON, co. G, 12th regt.; Harrison T. PETTEE, Sherrard SAWYER, Charles C. WARD, John 

L. WOOD, co. G, 12th regt.                                                                                                                              

Furnished under draft and paid commutations. -- Franklin T. LANDEN. Procured substitute . -- 

Edward J. JOHNSON.  

 ECCLESIASTICAL  

The first Congregational Church of Sudbury was organized in 1803, with Silas PERSONS for its 

first pastor. Land was soon afterwards donated by Apollos ROLLO, and the church edifice was 

erected in 1807. The church property is valued at about $1,500. A great many deaths have depleted 

the membership of the church in later years, so that the present membership is very light. The 

present pastor, Rev. Mr. GROUT, has passed fifteen years of his ministerial life in Africa. He came 

to Sudbury in June, 1885.  

POST-OFFICE 

The first postmaster within the memory of living men was Joseph WARNER, who kept the office 

near the ashery. The present postmaster, N. A. BUCKLIN, was appointed in 1879, as successor to 

R. W. PITTS, who had held the office for fifteen or twenty years. Jefferson GOODRICH preceded 

him. Mr., BUCKLIN has had a general store here since the year 1878.  
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POPULATION  

The following table shows the variation in population which has fallen to the lot of Sudbury since 

the year 1791: 1791, 258; 1800, 521; 1810, 754; 1820, 809; 1830, 812; 1840, 766; 1850, 794; 1860, 

606; 1870, 601; 1880, 562.  

___End of History by Smith and Rann___ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Esther Munroe Smith  

SUDBURY town (New Hampshire grant of 6 August 1863) is the only town in Rutland County that 

Wentworth granted in 1763.  At the time the grant was made it was known there was not enough 

space for a town of unusual size, so the grant specified that the town was to be five miles square, 

rather than the customary six miles.  Whiting town in Addison Countyon the north was granted 

later the same day, and took its southern boundary from Sudbury. 

 

The townôs only post office was established at Sudbury village in 1812 and discontinued in 1952.  

The town has always been so sparsely populated that there are no noteworthy area designations. 

 

It has always been presumed that Sudbury was named for either Sudbury in West Suffolk, 

England, or for Sudbury in Middlesex County Massachusetts.  The English Sudbury was once a 

major woolen manufacturing center and the great English painter Thomas Gainsborough, was 

born there in 1727.  The Massachusetts Sudbury was named in 1629 for the English town and in 

1676 it had been the scene of an historic fight between the English settlers and the Indians.  Near 

Sudbury is the famous inn which was the subject of Longfellowôs Tales of a Wayside Inn.    

 

Background Note: While it was possible that Wentworth was thinking of one of the older towns of 

Sudbury, it is even more probable that he had in mind one of Englandôs most notable peers, who 

was also one of his own kinsmen.  Augustus Henry Fitzroy (1735 ï 1811) was a great-grandson of 

Charles II by Barbara Villiers.  He was the third Duke of Grafton, the fourth Earl of Arlington, 

fourth Viscount of Thetford and Baron Sudbury. Stanchly loyal to the House of Hanover, Fitzroy 

nevertheless constantly urged George III to conciliation with the colonies.  At different times 

Fitzroy served as secretary of state and prime minister.  Both handsome and affable, he was 

extremely popular with everyone.  Benning Wentworth used all of Fitzroyôs titles at different times, 

granting Grafton in New Hampshire in 1761, and Arlington town, Bennington County, and 

Thetford town, Orange County, in the same year.  (However it should be noted that Vermontôs 

town of Grafton in Windham County was not named directly for him, it having been originally 

granted as Thomlinson.) 

 

As was mentioned earlier, it was some oversight that the town of Dunbar was granted on 15 June 

1764 in 1812  for the same land that Sudburyôs grant had already covered, so the Dunbar grant was 

allowed to lapse.  It is presumed the Dunbar name derived from Dunbartonshire in Scotland, the 

site of Dunbar Castle, where Mary Queen of Scots was held prisoner by the Earl of Bothwell. 

 

Sudbury has many ponds and lakes; the biggest of them is lake Hortonia, which lies partly in 

Hubbardton.  Burr Pond, a little east of Hortoniaôs northern tip, got its name from Roger Burr, a 

Revolutionary War veteran, who built a saw mill at the corner of the pond in 1784.  High Pond, in 

the most southeasterly corner of the town, has its name from the fact that it is high in the hills.  

Hinkum, Johnson, and Keeler ponds all derive their names from local families. 
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Located almost in the center of Sudbury is a body of water which modern maps identify as Hough 

Pond, but which used to be Huffs Pond ï an interesting example of the changes that sometimes take 

place in surnames.  Isaac Huff, who was born in 1744, came to Sudbury from Nine Partners (now 

Armenia), in Duchess County, New York, in 1790.  Isaac died in 1821, but in 1881, when Childôs 

Gazetteer of Rutland County was published, several members of the family in town still spelled their 

name Huff.  By the end of this century, some cartographers had anglicized the spelling to Hough, 

and it is now Hough Pond instead of Huffs Pond. 

 

Just north of Hough Pond is Government Hill.  Although it is only a little over 1000 feet high, it was 

totally unusable for farming.  When the town was divided into districts it was arranged for Districts 

Number 1, 3, 4, and 5 to meet at this point.  It was truly a ñgovernment hillò, which gave everyone a 

bit of the useless land without burdening one district with it all. Even today local and state maps 

show no roads across the hill; one road skirts it on the north side and another on the south side. 

 

Some old maps of Sudbury show Hyde Manor, which has often been mistaken for a place-name, 

but was in fact the name of the hotel that was located a mile south of Sudbury Village.  It was 

opened in 1801 by Pitt W. Hyde, the fifth son of Jedediah Hyde, a prominent early settler who was 

also the primary grantee of Hyde Park town in Lamoille County.  Eventually the hotel passed to a 

grandson, Arunah W. Hyde for whom the village of Hydeville in neighboring Castleton was named.  

By 1880 the hotel was five stories high and could accommodate over two hundred guests.    

           

___End of History by Esther Munroe Swift ___ 

 

Authorôs note: When in Sudbury, MA, I stay at my daughterôs home, not at the Wayside Inn.  As  

captain of her cross country team at Colby College, Karen often ran 20 miles from Hubbardton to 

Middlebury, to enjoy her view of Sudbury Village after scaling ñHeartbreak Hillò. 

 

  
Wayside Inn in Sudbury, 

MA  

Karen Sondergeld 

Whitney 

                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Margaret Jenks 

 

Sudbury was chartered on August 6, 1761 by Benning Wentworth, Governor of New Hampshire & 

contained 13,426 acres.  The earliest records are missing.  The first town meeting was held on 

January 15, 1789 with John Hall as moderator.  At the meeting in February, John Ricke was 

moderator.  Some of the first town officers were: Shaler Towner, John Gage, Zebina Sanders, fence 

viewers; John Ricke, William Buck, Jeremiah Stone, Joseph Warner, William Palmer, Timothy 

Miller, surveyors of highways; John Hale, Esq. sealer of weights & measures.  At the October 1792 

meeting they voted to set up a pest house for the purpose of having Dr. Stephen Long inoculating 

for small pox.  At the May 1793 meeting, with Captain Blanchard as moderator, they adjourned to 

Ens. Abner Hallôs barn & set up a committee, Benoni Farrand, Timothy Miller & Joseph Warner 

to hire a preacher. 
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Timothy Miller came from MA in 1771. He settled on land at the west end of what is known as 

Millerôs bridge & built a log house.  After 3 years, the Indians became so troublesome, he was 

obliged to move.  He served as justice of the peace a number of years. 

 

Thomas Ketcham came from Duchess County, NY before the Revolution.  He had 12 children, 

Patty Knowlton was the last survivor.  Son Major Bernard Ketcham, held many offices, both civil 

& military.  

 

Besides Thomas Ketcham & Timothy Miller, John Gage & a Parks are said to have settled in 

Sudbury before the Revolution.  They all left at the beginning of the war & the town was deserted 

for several years. 

 

Roger Burr, SAR, came in 1784 & built a saw-mill at the outlet of Burr Pond.  He helped to build 

the first church in town.  The timber was mostly cut on his land & sawed at his mill.  He had 

problems keeping sheep on account of the wolves.  Before 1810 he erected a cider-mill.  His account 

book shows he bought apples for 6 cents a bushel & sold cider for 10 cents a barrel.  His son Roger, 

served at the Battle of Plattsburg, during the War of 1812.  The only person to live over 100 years 

was Thankful Burr, probably mother of Roger. 

 

Peter Reynolds settled on the Brandon side of Otter Creek.  High water the next spring drove him 

out & he settled in Sudbury where he served as justice of the peace many years. 

Aaron Jackson came before 1789 & claimed he built the first frame house in town, the lumber 

being rafted from Sutherland Falls (Proctor) to Millerôs Bridge, in Sudbury on Otter Creek, then 

overland by way of marked trees to the site.  He also had the first oven in town, where he baked the 

first bread from wheat grown in town, & also manufactured the first cheese.  At the age of 16, he 

entered the Continental Army & served at Bunker Hill. 

 

Judge Joseph Warner came as early as 1789, kept a tavern in the northeast part of town.  He 

represented the town at the Constitutional Convention in 1791, served in the General Assembly & 

was assistant county judge. 

 

Noah Merritt served at Bunker Hill & was a guard of Major Andre.  He brought his wife & son 

from Templeton, MA to Brandon in winter.  A single ox drew them and their goods all the way in 

six weeks.  After 4 years in Brandon they removed to Sudbury. 

 

Before 1789 Platt Ketcham, Simond Goodward, Joshua Tracy, & Jeremiah Gates had settled in 

Sudbury.  Dea. Eli Roys cane in 1790.  He was a noted trapper & hunter.  Reuben Allen came at an 

early date.  Though of advanced age, he shouldered his gun & started out to fight at the Battle of 

Plattsburg. 

 

Isaac Huff came from Nine Partners, NY in 1790.  He cleared land & erected a log house.  Then in 

1812 he erected a frame house.  He had 6 children.  When he came, there were no roads in the 

township.  He had to trvel through the forest, finding his way by marked trees. 

 

Benoni Griffin, from Simsbury, CT, settled in Castleton, then in 1799 removed to Sudbury.  The 

Crown Point Military Road ran through town & was used by the first settlers until the turnpike 

was built.  Near the Military Road, on Griffinôs farm was a ñCold Springò.  Many Indian relics 

have been found near the spring.  The Continental Army also camped in the area & left behind 

equipment. 

 

David Layton came before 1800 to a farm originally cleared by David Smith in the north part of 

town.  He operated a tannery, manufactured potash & was a hatter. 
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John Jackson & Judge Joseph Warner kept the first store in town.  John was born in Newton, MA, 

came to Sudbury in 1809, removed to Orwell in 1819, & then to Brandon. 

 

The first hotel was kept by Mr. Mills.  In 1801 he sold it to Pitt William Hyde, son of Captain 

Jedediah Hyde of Norwich, CT.  Mr. Hyde made improvements & in its day was a favorite summer 

resort.  The hotel was on the old stage route between Canada & Northern Vermont, & Whitehaall 

& Rutland.  It is 5 stories high, with 90 guest rooms & a dining room with seating for 200.  In 

addition there is a 3 story building, the first floor was used as a concert hall.  The hotel remained in 

the family many years. 

  

The top of Signal Hill, the highest point of land in the township, affords a magnificent view of Lake 

Champlain, Ticonderoga, Crown Point, Fort Henry, Middlebury, Brandon & the Green 

Mountains. 

 

The first Congregational Church was organized in 1803 with Silas Parsons as its first pastor.  The 

building was erected in 1807, the first floor used as town hall, the second for church services. 

 

The 1791 census shows there were 47 families in town, with 67 males age 16 & above, 69 males 

under age 16, and 122 females.  The 1840 census shows there were the following Revolutionary War 

pensioners living in Sudbury:  Adam Stevens, 89; Azel Williams, 80; Abner Hull, 79; Peter 

Reynolds, 79; Noah Merritt, 85; and Stephen Murray, 82.  There were 2 saw-mills, 2 stores, 2 

taverns, & 2 tanneries.  The farms had produced 1,488 bushels of wheat, 2,662 bushels of oats, 

2,156 bushels of rye, 204 bushels of buckwheat, & 3,890 bushels of corn; 550 pounds of sugar.  They 

had 174 horses, 954 cattle & 11, 653 sheep. 

 

__End of History by Margaret Jenks___ 

 

2008 Sudbury Town Plan 

For more than 8000 years Indians continuously occupied the broad fertile valley of the 

Wonakaketook or Otter Creek. When the first white settlers came it was called "The Indian Road" 

because raiding parties used it. By mid-1700s many local Indians had died of disease, mainly small 

pox, and both settlers and Indians used the creek for transportation. Indian artifacts have been 

found along the banks of Otter Creek and on the shores of ponds and lakes in Sudbury. 

 

The Town of Sudbury, a New Hampshire grant, was chartered August 6, 1763 by Benning 

Wentworth. On September 6, 1763, the first meeting of the Proprietors of Sudbury was held at 

Captain Silas Brown's house in Sudbury, Massachusetts as it was stated in the charter; Brown was 

responsible for securing the charter on behalf of 47 of his associates. Most of Sudbury's charter 

names can be traced to the French and Indian War military records. Some names appear on the 

charters of neighboring towns. Brown's name for example, can be found on Whiting's charter. 

 

The grantees were predominantly from the general Boston area; consequently, the early Town and 

Proprietors' meetings were held in what was then the Massachusetts Bay Colony and New 

Hampshire, including Sudbury Mass., Newton, Watertown, Andover, Newmarket, Haverhill, and 

Kingston. And the practice of distant meetings occurred up until 1781 in spite of those who had 

actually moved into the town. 

 

At the first meeting at Brown's house, a committee was elected to lay out the lots and erect the 

bounds of Sudbury. The committee was comprised of Captain Silas Brown, Captain Joshua Fuller, 

Henry Gardner Esquire; and it also included the help of Tabez Brown, Lieutenant Michael Jackson 

and Joseph Beeman. The result of the committee's trip to the town not only created a map for 

pitches to be made, but it also resulted in what became a landmark in the area -- Brown's Camp. 
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The lotting committee must have camped and thus named the Brown camp location while they 

surveyed the wilderness and the spot -- somewhere in the vicinity of the foot of Miller's Hill, 

retained the name throughout the Revolution. At the second meeting held on December 6, 1763, the 

committee submitted a bill for their services, on which stated their services consumed thirty three 

days. 

 

The camp was located along the Crown Point Military Road, which was the only road through the 

town at the time. There are many mentions of the location from the travelers on this road during 

the Revolution. The road is of high historical value as all of the first settlers of this wilderness were 

located close to its path. 

 

The Crown Point Road was constructed during the French-Indian War. It connected Fort Number 

Four in Charlestown, New Hampshire, to the Fort at Crown Point on Lake Champlain. Brown and 

many of his associates had undoubtedly passed through Sudbury on the Crown Point Road on their 

way home from the fort at Crown Point during the French And Indian War, at which place many 

were stationed during the years the road was being constructed. 

 

At the March 8, 1775 proprietors' meeting the existing lotting of the town and all pitches made in 

1763 was declared null and void. A committee to draw up a new plan of the town was voted and one 

to repair the roads in Sudbury which consisted of Timothy Miller, Daniel Chaney and Joseph 

Morse. It was at this time when the "range map" was drawn, a photo of which still exists in the 

town's vault.  The range map shows the location of what had become two roads - both historically 

significant: The Crown Point Road, and the Ticonderoga Branch Road. The CPR (1759-60) enters 

Sudbury in the southeast corner of town near Stiles Mountain; from there it crosses over the lands 

now owned by the Robert Ketcham estate, continues across the Willow Brook Road running close 

to the road's present path towards the foot of Miller Hill. Along that stretch are Timothy Millers' 

original settlement (sold to Thomas Ketcham) and the Revolutionary troops famous stops, "Cold 

Spring" and "Brown's  over near the present Sudbury School and continued northwest into 

Whiting en route to the fort at Crown Point. 

 

The Town meeting records that still exist begin with folio 5 of a meeting held in 1792, and histories 

of the town written in the nineteenth century reported that pages were already missing; however, a 

copy of the elected Town officials was recorded in the Proprietors' records (which has survived and 

the Historical Society now has a copy). The evidence of those named in the minutes suggests 

Sudbury was already inhabited by at least 1775. Some of the names of those who were present 

were: Daniel Chaney, Timothy Miller, John Butterfield, Samuel Hammond, Joseph Morse, John 

Gage, and Benjamin Wiswell. John Gage represented the town at the famous 1776 Dorset 

Convention. Wiswell and Miller are the only two family names from the New Hampshire charter 

that are known to have settled the town before the Revolution.  Wiswell's property was at the 

crossroads of the Crown Point Road and the Ti branch road on or near the old Selleck farm (near 

the present location of Sudbury Country School); Wiswell's was marked on a map drawn for the 

British General Burgoyne in 1777.  

 

Walter Crockett in his Vermont the Green Mountain State, stated the evening before the capture of 

Ticonderoga, Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys met at a Wessellôs house across from 

Ticonderoga but he may have misreported the site to be in Shoreham. Sudbury at that time 

bounded Shoreham's southeast corner; and numerous misspellings of Wiswell abound in military 

historical records mentioning overnight stays suggesting it was a tavern of sorts. 

 

The Ti branch ran from the Crown Point Road at Wiswell's west to Lake Champlain and remnants 

of this historically important part of Sudbury remains on the lands of the Vail house on the north 

side of where the present D.A.R. marker is located.  Miller settled originally where the Crown Point 

Road crossed near Punk's Hole.   
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When Burgoyne captured Fort Mount Independence and Fort Ticonderoga, Sudbury's settlers who 

were still in town, rather than stationed at one of the forts, probably abandoned their homes at least 

during the short British occupation of the forts which ended in November of 1777. Both Wiswell 

and Miller served in Vermont's Revolutionary militia and were at Fort Vengeance in Pittsford at 

times during the war. One Daniel Chaney, not listed in the Goodrich Vermont Revolutionary Rolls, 

was at Mount Independence during 1776 (Wayne's Orderly Book). 

 

The first meeting actually held in Sudbury, Vermont cannot be positively confirmed. A lapse of the 

records during 1782 prevents that fact from being confirmed; however, the first known meeting of 

any sort held in Sudbury, Vermont was held following the close of the war at Timothy Miller's 

house on October 8, 1783 where the following officers for the propriety were elected: Jonathan 

Hunt, Moderator; Asa Smith, clerk; Timothy Miller, collector; Orlando Bridgeman, Asa Smith, 

and Timothy Miller, committee for laying out roads. Additionally, Major Jonathan Hunt was 

elected to go to the former clerk (in Massachusetts) and retrieve the records and town plan which 

suggests this was indeed the first meeting in the town and that future meetings would from then on 

be held in Sudbury, Vermont.  

 

The pages recording the minutes from the first town meetings were already missing in 1881 as 

reported in The Gazetteer and Business Directory of Rutland County of which it stated, "The first 

record of any town-meeting dates back to January 15, 1789, at which time John Hall was chosen 

moderator; but this was not the first meeting held, for some pages of the fore part of the book are 

missing," (p. 239). Indeed, it is fortunate some note was made of the pages; as of now, the first 

legible pages that exist of town meeting minutes dates from 1792. Additional names from an 

October 7, 1784 meeting of the Proprietors Minutes, states: Benjamin Wiswell, Francis Butts, 

Christopher Cartwright, Thomas Ketcham and Timothy Miller were settled upon the second 

division of lots (by at least 1775). This mention of Cartwright is the only record found of his 

existence; no land records exist of his buying or selling which suggests even the land records have 

lapses.  

 

A boundary dispute with the town of Orwell -- another New Hampshire charter granted 12 days 

after Sudbury, resulted in Orwell's favor (mentioned at a June 16, 1785 proprietor's meeting) and 

Sudbury lost a considerable amount of land all along its western border. 

 

The close of the Revolution brought many settlers to Sudbury. By 1786 the following new names 

(from minutes) had settled in Sudbury: John Taylor, John Hall, Benjamin Sanders, Platt Ketcham, 

Joseph Warner, and Jeremiah Gates. By 1790, according to the First Census Of The United States, 

there were 47 families with a total population of 258. Roger Burr, who settled in Sudbury in 1784, 

was the first settler in the town south of the original hamlet. This portion of the town was covered 

with a dense wilderness which was occupied by numerous wild animals including bears and wolves. 

It is said that while establishing his first camp, Burr and his helpers slept in hollow logs for 

protection from the wolves. Later the wolves made the keeping of sheep very difficult.  

 

Burr established a sawmill at the outlet of what is now Burr Pond. He took an active part in the 

building of Sudbury's first church with most of the timber being from his land and sawed into 

lumber at his mill. He also built the first two story wood frame house in town just up from his mill. 

It had second story windows and half-length side windows flanking the entry way. This house has 

been in the Steele family since 1900. Some of the earliest activities of the town were farming, 

hunting, trapping and assorted business operations. These included a cider mill, a store in the 

middle of town, a gristmill in the north, a tannery which manufactured potash, two sawmills (one 

established by Roger Burr at what is now Burr Pond, and the other at Huff Pond), a post office, a 

tavern and a church. 
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Sudbury Meeting House  Reverend N. R. Nichols gave a detailed description of the building of the 

meeting house in the published 1907 Centennial Celebration of the Sudbury Meeting House. The 

following is taken from his presentation: ñThe building was voted in 1803, the land was donated by 

Apollo Rollo, an Orwell resident. The lumber came from Roger Burr's mill and the initial load of 

lumber was brought by Lyman Felton. The first record of any service held in the church found by 

Reverend Nichols dated from June 5, 1807.ò 

 

Hyde Manor  Stephen Mills of Castleton built and opened shortly after 1798 the town's first 

licensed tavern on lands where the present Hyde Manor is situated. In 1801 he sold to Arunah and 

Pitt Hyde what went on to be a famous summer resort for the wealthy during the nineteenth and 

twentieth centurys. Present day Route 30 was then a post road, improved by 1805 to turnpike status 

thereby increasing stage traffic. The original tavern was replaced during the Civil War years with 

the Italianate structure that still exists. The many outbuildings date throughout the second half of 

nineteenth century and the houses bordering to the south and north were part of the Hyde's many 

holdings as well. Other Hyde families moved to the town also. 

 

The Hydes played an important role in Sudbury's history throughout the nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries. Besides the economic contributions the hotel brought to the town, many of the town 

records were recorded by Pitt and James Hyde as they held various positions in town offices.  

Before the Civil War, the tavern held numerous balls offering a night out for early Sudbury  

residents. Neighboring town residents from Brandon, Orwell, and Hubbardton attended these 

events as well. Back before the automobile, summer guests upwards of 300 stayed a month or more 

and the demand for local labor employed at the hotel provided many Sudbury residents with 

revenue or a supplement to farm incomes including the unprecedented hiring of small girls as 

caddies on the golf course before the turn of the century. 

 

The first golf links, built sometime in the latter part of the 19th Century, were located behind the 

hotel on the steep hills. This course was replaced in 1909 because it necessitated too great a physical 

exertion to be considered recreational; the newer course was moved west of Route 30.. It was on 

this course where a virtual unknown registered his name when he entered the 1909 U.S. Open 

under the Hyde Manor Golf Course and won, (Golf Illustrated, Aug. 1927). 

 

Church records indicate Hyde Manor's importance of filling both the pews and the plate as there 

are numerous mentions of Hyde guests' generosity throughout both the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Since the start of the Industrial Revolution before the Civil War, Sudbury's population, like most 

other towns in the state, had begun a decline due to emigration to the west. Hyde Manor remained 

in the Hyde family up until 1962 when the present owner bought it  

 

Since the start of the Industrial Revolution before the Civil War, Sudbury's population, like most 

other towns in the state, had begun a decline due to emigration to the west.  

 

Throughout the years Sudbury has supported as many as five primary grade school houses ï the 

Stone School at the corner of Route 73 West and Route 30 is probably the oldest (dated 1829), Burr 

Pond School, the North School, Punkhole or Willowbrook School, and the Webster School. As the 

years passed, these were closed or consolidated and in 1981 Sudbury acquired a piece of property 

from the Selleck family and built the Sudbury Country School. High school students went to 

Brandon High until 1961 and then to Otter Valley Union School with the class of 1962. 

 

___End of History in 2008 Sudbury Town Plan___ 
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CHAPTER 3 

DUNBAR   

DUNBAR, SCOTLAND 

After the Scots signed a treaty with France, King Edward I decided it was time to crush the Scots.  

He did this at the first Battle of Dunbar in 1296. 

The second Battle of Dunbar occurred in 1650.  Lord-General Oliver Cromwell was beating a hasty 

retreat out of Scotland for England. Cromwell had hightailed it to Dunbar after failing in an 

attempt to seize Edinburgh, defended by Scottish General David Leslie.  However, the committee of 

ministers accompanying the Scottish army was poised to instruct David Leslie in the art of 

snatching defeat from the jaws of victory.  And they did.  Cromwell won the battle he should have 

lost. 

Your author successfully petitioned the Vermont State Library to officially name three places in 

Vermont: Hubbardton Gulf, Griswold Peak, and Pittsford Ridge.  However it may take more paper 

work than that to change the name of Sudbury to Dunbar.   

NH GRANTS   http://www.archive.org/stream/provincialstatep26newh#page/426/mode/2up 

The grants were written in such a way, that the area was generally defined from a corner of 

a previous grant. And what caused problems was not only the hilly terrain to survey, but 

grant the next grant to be doled out was not next to the previous one. 

Town Date of Charter Starting Point  Web Pages 

Shoreham 10/9/1761 A tree near Lake Champlain 423 - 426 

Brandon 11/3/1761 NW Corner of Pittsford  47 - 51 

Whiting  7/6/1763 NW Corner of Leicester 550 - 553 

Sudbury 8/6/1763 SW corner of Neshobe* 473 - 476 

Orwell  8/18/1763 SW corner of Shoreham 323 - 327 

Hubbardton 6/22/1764 NW corner of Castleton 228 - 231 

Dunbar 6/22/1764 NW corner of Hubbardton 477 - 480 

 
*Now called Brandon 

 

1.  To locate Sudbury, surveyors needed to first know where Brandon was.  Brandon was located 

from a corner of Pittsford. 

2.  To locate Orwell, surveyors needed to first know where Shoreham was. 

3.  To locate Hubbardton, surveyors needed to first know where Castleton was. 

4.  To locate Dunbar , surveyors needed to first know where Hubbardton was. 

 

It was not surprising that in surveying Orwell and Sudbury, a strip of land about a mile wide was 

in both towns. It was then awarded to Orwell. 

 

Surveyors were generous in laying out towns south of Hubbardton.  As a result, there was not 

enough space to fit Hubbardton in the space between Castleton and Sudbury.  That left no space 

for Dunbar which was defined to be north of Hubbardton. So Dunbar became the town that never 

was.   

 

 

 

http://www.archive.org/stream/provincialstatep26newh#page/426/mode/2up
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COMPENSATION  

 

Now is a good time to compensate Dunbar.  This can be done by simply changing Sudburyôs name 

to Dunbar - similar to getting married. 

Advantages: 

1.   People will be able to retain their current postal zip code of 05733.                                       

Dunbar will continue to get its mail from Brandon. 

2.  Dunbar is a more distinguished name than Sudbury.  Sudbury is a very common name.  

 

3.  There are many financial advantages that will benefit those living in Dunbar.  An extensive 

statistical analysis of various relationships involving the number of letters and the number of 

syllables in an  objectôs name shows that within a 95% confidence level there is a direct correlation 

between the average income per family in a town with the fewest letters in its name and an inverse 

correlation with the average tax rate.  That is, those towns with short names have much higher 

family income and much lower taxes.  It should take about five years for these economic benefits to 

kick in once this name change occurs. 

 

Disadvantages: 

 

1.  None. 
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CHAPTER 4                                                                                                                                                  

CEMETERIES    

 

 

There are three cemeteries in Sudbury. See the map of their locations in the Map Chapter. 

 

Sudbury Hill Cemetery   On west side of Rt 30, north of Town Hall                                                      

Wallace Cemetery            On the north side of Rt 73 east towards Brandon                       

Willowbrook Cemetery   On the SE corner of Burr Pond Road and Willowbrook Road  

 

The oldest graves, whose headstones are no longer visible, are probably for infants. There are many 

soldiers from Sudbury buried in these cemeteries.  The following material includes data on some of 

the earliest graves and a few of the people listed in early histories.  

 

 

 

HILL CEMETERY was established in 1778  (About 275 graves copied on May 11, 1993) 

 

 
 

There are three gravestones with dates prior to 1800.  The oldest visible stone is for the Honorable 

Judge Joseph Warner who died April 30, 1788 in his 63
rd

 year.  William Allen died on July 16, 1795 

at age 42.   Mrs. Deborah Towner, wife of Benjamin, died on September 2, 1796 in her 77
th
 year. 

 

Sanford Wentworth, son of Reuben & Eliza, was instantly killed by lightning in his fatherôs house 

on June 12, 1825 at age 21.  The inscription reads: 

 

ñHark hark it was a doleful sound                                                                                                      

When lightning cut me down;                                                                                                                       

My friends a solemn sight did see,                                                                                                           

But they must follow me.ò 
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Hill Cemetery Clara Hyde (1780 ï 1862) 

 

Thankful Burr  wife of Z, died May 19, 1827, at age 102 ñOne century and 2 yearsò. 

 

R. W. Pitts, owner of the Pitts hotel, has no date on his marker.  His wife Amy S  Bucklin died on 

May 27, 1868 at age 60.  

 

  
Nathaniel F Bucklin  died February 3, 

1868 age 59.  His wife Laura died on 

May 6, 1891 at age 79. They are the 

parents of Nathaniel A Bucklin. 

Charles M Bucklin, First Lieutenant of 

39 US Infantry died at New Orleans on 

October 5, 1867 at age 21.  Son of N F 

and brother of N A.    
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Jedediah(1822-1878) & Bridget  Hyde(1839ï1897) Adeline Doty died in 1861 age 62 

 

This cemetery contains over 45 Hydes and spouses.  Four of the five that operated the Hyde Hotel:  

Pitt W Hyde, born on December 29, 1776 died May 29, 1823 of a fall from a wagon, age 46.                                

His first wife Mary ñPollyò Kilbourn, born on November 15, 1778, died March 3, 1813 at age 34.  

His 2nd wife, widow Rebecca Sherman Gaige, born on March 4, 1786, died July 21, 1857 at age 71.    

James K Hyde, born on November 19, 1801 died on September 21, 1870 at age 68.                          

His first wife, Lavinia Gaige, born about 1803, died December 8, 1862 at age 59.                              

His 2nd wife, Caroline Clark, born about 1832, died August 2, 1877 at age 45.                                            

Arunah W Hyde, born about 1842, died on June 26, 1922 at age 80.                                                   

His wife was Elizabeth Billings Eddy, born in 1843, died on February 25, 1937 at age 94.          

James Kilbourne Hyde, born on March 14, 1874, died October 22, 1960, age 86.                              

His wife, Sarah Alice Lund, is also buried here.     

                                                                   

WALLACE CEMETERY    (Over 500 graves copied on May 11, 1993) 
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There are only three Wallace graves: Erskine M Wallace (October 8, 1816 ï November 18, 1896);           

Julia E Pierce, wife (June 14, 1836 ï May 10, 1919):  Fanny F Wallace  (April 2, 1861- December 13, 

1931).    However there are eight Wallis graves, all older than Wallace graves.  The three oldest are:  

Moses Wallis who died in 1808 in his 29
th
 year;  Alemene, wife of Dr. Thomas Wallis who died in 

1812 in her 65
th
 year;  Dr. Thomas Wallis who died in 1816 at age 73.  I could not find a deed from 

anyone to the Town regarding the ownership of this cemetery. Perhaps Wallace and Wallis are the 

same family. 

 

Aaron Jackson died on June 3, 1802 at age 44.  His wife Mary died December 18, 1813 at age 56.  

Their daughter Mary, wife of Bernard Ketcham, died on June 13, 1868 at age 87.  Bernard 

Ketcham died March 3, 1856 at age 78. 

 

Rebecca Vincent died on May 9, 1803 in her 30
th
 year. 

 

Isaac Ketcham, son of William and Melient, was ñlost in the bushesò.  He died on July 5, 1803 at the 

age of 1 year and 4 months. 

 

  
Azubah Williams, wife of William,  

died December 15, 1803 

at age 79. 

Jemima Hall, intended wife 

of Soloman Sherwood, 

died October 10, 1832 age 23. 

 

Samuel G Hall, son of Abner and Mary, was only 1.5 years old when he died on July 27, 1805.       

 

Asa Smith, son of Daniel and Mary, died January 12, 1812 at age 17. 

 

Websters:  Lyman (4/20/1809 ï 3/2/1884),  Deborah (3/11/1808 ï 11/7/1899),  Delia A (1845 ï 1846)      

Gustave A (1848 ï 1929) Catherine M (1860 ï 1940)  Lyman A (1882 ï 1957)  
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Erastus Parsons died on May 11, 1813 in his 26
th
 year.  He was a candidate for the ministry and son 

of the Reverend Silas Parsons. 

 

Maria Smith, wife of William and daughter of Reverend Samuel Howe, died on February 18, 1842  

in her 35
th
 year. 

 

Reverend Henry F Rustedt died November 14, 1895 at age 82.  His wife Mary Porter Rustedt  died 

on March 22, 1901 at age 88. 

 

 

Timothy Miller  

was one of the 

earliest settlers. 

He resided in 

Sudbury 51 

years.  He died 

on November 16, 

1824 in his 75
th
 

year.    His wife 

Deborah, died 

October 13, 1842 

at age 84.  
 

 

Thomas Ketcham (1748 ï 1834) and his wife Mary Doughty (1749 ï 1834).  He was another of the 

earliest settlers. There are over 80 Ketchams and spouses in the Hill and Wallace Cemeteries.   

 

  

Barnard Ketcham  

1778- 1856 

Dewitt Ketcham 

1825 - 1850 
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Nathaniel A Bucklin (7/5/1842 ï 1/19/1923) and wife Sarah J Bucklin (8/21/1844 ï 1/19/1923) and 

daughter AdelineJ Bucklin (1876 ï 1957). 

 

Herbert E Bucklin (1870 ï 1939) and Julia Ladd Bucklin (1870 ï 1949) 

 

 

  
Isaac Miller  

was killed by the fall of a tree 

December 17, 1844   age 52 

Annie M Cook, 

daughter of Oscar & Elizabeth, 

died October 26, 1873 age 17 

 

 

 

 

Clayton Jones (1866 ï 1938) and Flora Frost (1870 ï 1911) had a daughter:                                  

Stella Jones (1894 ï 1979), who married Harold Selleck (1893 ï 1966).                                            

Stella  was Sudburyôs Town Clerk for 37 years. 

 

  

Clayton and Flora Jones Stuart, Harold, and  Stella Jones Selleck 
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The Hall Family Sad day in 1868: Two of the triplets died 

 

 

WILLOWBROOK  CEMETERY   (Over 200 graves copied on May 12, 1993) 

 

 
 

Meribah Shed died in July 1801 at age 30 and Levi Chandler died September 18, 1803 at age 28.  

These are the two oldest graves. 

 

There are about 30 Griffins, including spouses, in this cemetery:                                                          

Benoni Griffin (  1767 ï 1.20.1844) was one of the earliest settlers.                                                  

Benoni Griffin IV (3.26.1809 ï 6.15.1905)                                                                                                      

Rolla Covel Griffin (10.27.1855 ï 10.05.1939)                                                                                      

Benoni Simeon Griffin (3.13.1902 ï 1.01.1963)  


